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Purpose

The HKT initiative hopes to

e Help children and young people be the best they can

e Make children’s development in speech, language and
communication everyone’s responsibility

¢ Make a difference to children’s lives together

Priorities

1. Everyone working together to prioritise children’s
speech, language and communication development

2. Raise awareness of why we need to do this

3. Highlight where support can be given to improve a child’s
speech, language and communication development

Background/
EVidence Language Problem

¢ In some of the most disadvantaged communities in
Northern Ireland over 40% of children are starting pre-
school with language delay or difficulty

e Children with speech, language and communication Literacy Problem
needs are at a high risk of difficulties with reading,
writing and spelling

e 60% of young offenders have speech, language and
communication difficulties

Behaviour Problem
in Key Stage 2 (8-11yrs)




